FRIENDS OF BLAISE WINTER NEWSLETTER

Welcome

all of you, and especially to our most recent recruits!

With your support we can make a difference and keep Blaise looking good and cared for.
I must first say I feel quite disappointed that I can’t put up photos of Blaise in a Winter
Wonderland, dotted with snowmen and deer tracks. I suppose we can blame global warming
for that and all the extra rain we’ve had, but the Winter’s not yet out, so who knows!

Activities
Our outdoor activities have been quite muted over the Winter (not really surprising given the
miserable weather we’ve had) but three very positive notes to make on the last 3 months –






The final analysis of our Castle Openings last year has shown them to have been the
most successful in terms of donations and visitor numbers in the last 10 years, and
that is despite our fears that people are bringing less cash with them nowadays. So,
well done all of you who have helped to achieve that success!
On the 1st February we held a very well attended and excellently performed choral
evening by Cantanti (made up of members or former members of the Bristol Bach
Society), in the Museum Picture Room. We have Fran Greenfield, our Secretary, to
thank for organising this. A really great evening, thank you Fran!
The Blaise Community Garden Group has finally, after 2 years of wrangling with the
Council commercial arm, now had their lease extended to 25 years and a 50%
increase in area which includes a number of outhouses, a large storehouse and a
(very deep) pond. Plans for development and restoration of the new spaces are
underway. The photos below show the extra buildings covered by the new lease.
Quite some restoration work needed, both inside and out!



In another development the Kitchen Garden is now in a position to fund a leak-proof roof for
the large greenhouse (pictured below) - thanks to funding from a number of different sources
including Friends of Blaise and an individual donor. And not before time - the glass panels
are looking increasingly unstable and dangerous, and the temporary covering is being ripped
to shreds by the recent storms.

Over the last few months we have been working to encourage fresh volunteers to join us.
We have been engaging with national and Council initiatives including a Young Rangers
scheme (school leavers) and a newly recruited Council Volunteer Co-ordinator, and we have
begun to organise our own conservation volunteer days.
The first of these days was on 10 Feb – coppicing hazel along the Trym. There are two more
similar events planned (24 Feb and 5 March). You should have received details of these
separately.
I would encourage all of you to come along to one of these events, even if it is just to see
what we are doing or to encourage others to join in. And if you have suggestions on other
activities which you believe would benefit the Estate, let us know and we can add them to
our list of potential projects.

There has also been a session to remove self-sown ash saplings from the iron-age mounds
on Kingsweston Down.
Work will continue into the Spring, but sites will be chosen that don’t disturb nesting birds;
this could include the clearance of laurel and rhododendron (rarely used as nesting sites)
and building steps on some of the steeper slopes. One likely candidate for this activity is the
muddy slope leading down to the woods from Bowden’s Field in Coombe Dingle.

Security
On a less positive note, the Estate has recently been subject to a sustained bout of
vandalism – inflicted on the toilets, playground, Museum statues and the Orangery over the
last 3 months.
You could argue that this was inevitable, given the lack of funding for parks maintenance
and the withdrawal of youth services; these “savings” are just being eaten up by the repairs
required and the extra security measures that have to be installed. Museum staff now have
to be guarded by security staff and only allowed out of the building when accompanied.
New CCTV cameras are gradually being installed and activated round the building and
connected with a live feed to a central control centre in the city.
Meanwhile, plans to restore the damage to the Orangery have been put on hold until a
Police Report with their recommendations has been considered. I hope to be able to give
you the outcome of that in due course.
Some of you will be wondering what is happening to parking charges; we were told some 3-4
months back that the Council were waiting for a traffic control order and that there was a
further consultation process underway. Now, due to the public outcry to the proposals and
no doubt with an eye to the mayoral elections in May, the idea has been shelved for the time
being. It now seems unlikely to be implemented this year.

Our Committee
Sadly, Fran Greenfield, our Committee Secretary and fount of local knowledge, experience
and good ideas will be standing down after 30 years. Yes, I know, I can’t believe it either, but
I think she does deserve the chance to spend time on other things, like grandchildren!
It does however mean that our Committee will be the poorer for it and if anyone feels they
could stand in, if only for writing up the notes from our quarterly meetings, we would be really
grateful. And actually, what better way to hear all the gossip about Blaise?
But more generally, all of you are receiving this newsletter because you love the Estate. If
you wish to support it in some particular way, let us know what you would like to see done,
and how best it could be achieved. Your ideas and help are really valuable!

And finally,
a quick picture quiz below: what or where are these features in Blaise?
If you don’t know, it means you need to get out more and explore its glorious landscape!

Photo above courtesy of Martin Hewer

Best regards,
Alastair Blackwell, Chairman

